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A message from the Headteacher 
 
Red Weather Warning  
The rare red heat health warning has presented an unprecedented challenge for schools across the country this 
week.  I would like to begin this week’s newsletter by once again expressing my sincere gratitude to the 
incredible Knebworth staffing team.  Despite the challenging and uncomfortable conditions, they have 
continued to show remarkable dedication, care and commitment to the children each and every day.  Their 
willingness to go above and beyond for our school community never goes unnoticed, and I am immensely 
grateful for all that they do.  Equally, I would like to thank our truly wonderful children.  They continue to 
impress us daily with their resilience, positivity and determination to learn, despite the rising temperatures. 
Their enthusiasm, kindness and perseverance are a credit to themselves, their families and our school 
community, and I could not be prouder of our them.  I would also like to extend my thanks to the families who 
took the time to email this week to express their gratitude that the school remained open for our working 
families, and for the flexibility shown in response to the situation.  These thoughtful messages will be shared 
with staff, who I know will greatly appreciate such warm words of support.  I think I speak on behalf of the 
whole school community when I say we will all be very glad when the temperatures begin to drop! 
 
Knebworth Village Festival 
Last Saturday saw the annual Knebworth Village 
Festival Day at The Recreation Ground, and it was 
wonderful to see the school represented in so 
many ways through our children and our amazing 
FOKS team.  Thank you to all the children who took 
part in the parade—you all looked fabulous with 
your accessories, created as part of our Take One 
Picture project.  A BIG thank you also goes to the 
drummers and both the KS1 and KS2 choirs for 
performing so beautifully at the event.  Music is a 
real strength of our school, and it is always a joy to 
see this shared so proudly with our wider 
community.  A special mention must go to Mr Williams, who supported 
both choirs at two different events on Saturday (they are certainly in 
high demand!), as well as organising the drummers and the parade.  We 

are incredibly 
fortunate to 
have someone 
of his calibre 
as part of our 
school 
community. 
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Year 5 and 6 Band  
It has been a quieter day in school today; however, the children 
were treated to a performance from our Year 5 and 6 band called 
Banditz, which I know they thoroughly enjoyed.  The band are so 
incredibly committed, even coming into school early this morning 
to prepare for their performance in Welwyn this weekend.  I have 
no doubt this talented group will go on to achieve great things—
remember, you saw them here first! 
 
Birthday Books 

Thank you to Amelia 
in Johnson Class and 
Jacob in Nightingale 
Class for donating such magical Birthday Books to the school – I 
really enjoyed sharing your books with you and they have taken 
pride of place in our school library! 
 
 
 
 

A Wonderful Example of Respect and Responsibility!  
Ava in Thunberg Class loves Bournville chocolate.  
After her parents bought her some as a treat after 
dinner at the weekend, she noticed that palm oil 
was listed in the ingredients.  Knowing the impact 
that unsustainable palm oil production can have on 
orangutan habitats, Ava decided she didn't want to 
eat it.  But she didn't stop there.  Completely on 
her own initiative, Ava wrote a letter to Cadbury, 
asking them to stop using palm oil in their 
chocolate.  She carefully addressed the envelope, 
added a stamp and posted it herself.  Now, Ava, is 
eagerly awaiting a reply!  What a fantastic example 
of our school values of Respect and Responsibility.  Ava has shown that no matter how young you are, your 
voice matters and you can stand up for the things you believe in.  We can't wait to see if Cadbury writes back- 
we will keep you posted!  
 

Magical Learning 
This week for Magical Learning, I had the pleasure of seeing Imogen in Turing Class, 
who created a PowerPoint presentation all about how we can help our planet.  She 
focused on simple but important actions such as picking up litter and reducing our 
energy use, both of which can help to lessen the environmental impact that 

contributes to the higher temperatures we are currently experiencing.  It was wonderful to see how 
passionate and committed she is to making a positive difference in this area.  Kieran in Chandi Class 
has been selected as the KS1 Pencrafter of the Week for his excellent persuasive letter while William 
in Thunberg Class is the KS2 Pencrafter for his beautifully written setting description.  I cannot wait 
to catch up with them both next week and to see their writing.   
 
Staffing News 
Today we said goodbye to Martine, one of our Play Team members, who is now going to be spending some 
well-deserved time with her family.  Martine has been a truly wonderful member of our staffing team.  She 
consistently goes above and beyond to place the children at the heart of everything she does, and she has 
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been a passionate and enthusiastic advocate for the school’s OPAL provision.  We will miss her deeply in school, 
and we are incredibly grateful for all she has contributed. We wish her every happiness for the future. 
 
We are also delighted to announce that Miss Knappett has given birth to a beautiful baby boy, Lennie. 
He made a speedy entrance on Father’s Day, and we are very pleased to share that both mum and baby are 
doing well.  We cannot wait to meet the newest addition to the Knappett family.  We send our congratulations 
to Miss Knappett and her family on this very special arrival. 
 
Sports Days 2026 – We Can't Wait to See You There! 
We are so excited to welcome you all next week for our annual Sports Days and are hoping for cooler 
temperatures!  Sports Day is always such a special event, and we look forward to celebrating the children's 
enthusiasm, teamwork and sporting achievements together. 
 
All Sports Days will begin at 1:30pm, and we aim to finish by the end of the school day. 
 
Sports Day Dates 
30th June – Years 4, 5 & 6 Sports Day 
1st July – EYFS Sports Day  
2nd July – Years 1, 2 & 3 Sports Day 
 
Parents and carers are very welcome to take photographs of their own children.  In line with our safeguarding 
policies, we kindly ask that photographs are not shared on social media 
 
Have a lovely, restful weekend everyone.  Please continue to take care in the heat, stay well hydrated and look 
after one another. 
 
Best Wishes 
Miss Bains 
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Knebworth Silver Values Certificates 
To resume next week 
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22 24 

Top House Point Earners 

This Week’s Pencrafters  
William in Thunberg Class 

Kieran in Chandi Class  

Henson Class 
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Message from The FOKS Team 
We'd like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all the families who helped make our summer 
fundraisers such a success this year.  We loved seeing such smiley (and soggy) faces at 
Bubble Bounce and all of you enjoying the games and activities we had on offer at our stall 
at Village Day.  So far, we have raised just over £1,900 across these two events which is such 
fabulous news!  We're still collecting any sponsorship money for the Bubble Bounce so 
please do remember to bring in your completed form and money so we can award the 
winners at the end of next week.  Your support with volunteering and attending and your 
generosity does not go unnoticed and we are truly grateful you share our vision of 
supporting the school with much needed resources and enrichment opportunities. 
 
Speaking of treats for the children, our 
Summer Enrichment Days 'kick off' next 
week!  A world cup extravaganza 
celebrating football with Stevenage FC and 
having a go at Line Dancing with 'Dance 
With Me' - yee-hah!  Please find attached 
a poster with further details and the dates 
applicable to your child's key stage.  Being 
able to host such unique and exciting 
opportunities for the children really makes 
all the hard work our helpers, year group 
reps and committee members put in 
voluntarily all worth it.  
 
Thank you, 
 
The FOKS Team 
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Children’s Achievements  
Alfie in Thunberg Class had a wonderful birthday experience at Hobbledown, 
where he had the exciting opportunity to meet Tuquito the capybara!  He spent 
time feeding Tuquito lots of butternut squash and learning all about these 
amazing animals.  It was a truly memorable way to celebrate his special day.  
What a fantastic experience—and one Alfie is sure never to forget! 

 
Well done to Joe in Coelho Class, who has made a wonderful 
Young Aspirers folder, filled with lots of lovely pictures of the 
tasks he has completed.  You should be so proud of yourself 
Joe!  

 
 

Well done to Ava and Albie in Packham Class who were in the 
stage show 'Annie' at the Gordon Craig last weekend.  They both 
worked so hard and did a fantastic job as servants and orphans.  
Well done Ava Rose and Albie – we are so proud of you!  
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Key Dates for your Diary – Summer Term 2026 
Details for upcoming events will be sent nearer the time where and when applicable 

New/amended dates are highlighted in yellow 

Date/Time Event 

3rd July FOKS Summer Enrichment Day for KS2  

6th July Year 1 Trip to Celtic Harmony  

9th July Secondary School Transition Day  
An opportunity for Year 6 to spend a day at their new secondary school.  

9th July Class Swap  
A chance for children to meet their new Teacher for September and to spend time in 
their new classroom! 

10th July End of Year Reports to Parents  
Parents and Carers will receive their child’s end of year report on this day. 

10th July 
2pm & 6pm at 
Knebworth Village 
Hall  

Year 6 Show to Parents  
A chance for Year 6 families to see the wonderful Year 6 show which is always a 
highlight of the school year!  Families only need to attend one performance on the 
day. 

10th July  FOKS Summer Enrichment Day for EYFS & KS1 

10th July Year 5 Trip to Tolmers  

16th July 
6:30pm 

Music Afternoon/Evening  
An opportunity for our choir and musicians to showcase their talents at this popular 
Music Afternoon/Evening. 

17th July Reception Trip to Shepreth   

22nd July  Summer Term Ends & FOKS Non-Uniform Day  
12pm – Nursery - a 1pm pick up can be accommodated on this date, please let 

Miss Leatham know if you require this.  
1:10pm – Reception & KS1 
1:20pm – KS2 

1st & 2nd September  INSET Days (School Closed) 

3rd September Autumn Term Begins 


